Northampton Borough Council

Northampton Diverse Communities Forum
Thursday, 23 January 2020

Officers at the meeting
1. WELCOMES, INTRODUCTIONS AND APOLOGIES

ATTENDANCE: Jamie Wells NBC (JW), Pauline Woodhouse (PW), CliIr Phill Larratt
(PL), Christian Buckingham (CB), Matthew Toresen (MT), Janet Gordon (JG), Nana
Haja Salifu (NH)

APOLOGIES: ClIr James Hill

MINUTES AND MATTERS ARISING
3. WINDRUSH EVENT 2020

PW gave an update following on from the last meeting and how we progressed with it, stating how
that since the minutes were completed, we did in fact complete a grant application. JJ to update
further.

JW-After the last forum, | was able to get together a plan for a Windrush event, following various
conversations with different members from the forum. | submitted an event plan that regardless if
successful, | would like to deliver with the forum. The event aims that | put forward were:

e Torun an open public event that will have guest speakers and organisations providing
information about the Windrush and useful contacts for those affected. The event will also
include a Windrush drama performance from the Northampton School for boys.

e Northampton film house to host a film screening, presenting films about the Windrush.

e Inspiration FM to do media work around the event including advertising, promoting, having
guest speakers on the radio and creating a blog for the event.

For the public event, | have provisionally booked the Guildhall and have also made contact with
Northampton School for boys, who have confirmed they will provide a drama performance for the
event.

Going forward, | would like to have this as a regular agenda item at the forum meetings. | would
also like to have a small planning meeting occur between the forum meetings to help with the
progress the event development. | will send out a meeting date to all of the forum members with an
action plan attached, keeping everyone up to date. The meetings specifically for Windrush will be
open to everyone who would like to be part of the planning.

PW-This all sounds brilliant and I’'m sure many people would like to be involved in this.

JG-Nadine Morgan does a production called the front room, | can find out if they would like to be
involved.

JW-That would be great, we could also have them perform at the event as well, should they want
to.

JG-Regarding a film suggestion, “The Big Life” is a great film | saw about the Windrush. Jade turner is
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the film coordinator.

PW-A documentary will be good to present as well. Regarding inspa FM, they will be fine keeping us
update. At the open event, we could also have painting around the Windrush and historical items.

CB-We would like to have a presence in the planning and on the day.

PW-This will be a good chance for the Guildhall use new caterers. Also, it will be good to have legal
at the event.

PW in terms of books and materials, Morcia Walker may have some bits she could provide and help
with.

ACTION-JW to send out an meeting invite to the forum, with the type of information we would like
for the event including-

e Film suggestions

e Documentary suggestions

e Organisations and speakers

e Materials to display (paintings, books, clothes, flags etc)

This will help people know what were looking for, helping them bring relevant information to the
next planning meeting.

4. NORTHAMPTON UNITARY UPDATE

Phil Larratt came to provide an update on the Northamptonshire unitary progress.

PL-As people know, due to the issues around the county council, the central government has
decided to reform the whole county, splitting it into two big unitary authorities, therefore removing
all boroughs and districts. This will all come in effect by the end of March 2021. It was originally
meant to change by the end of this year’s march, but unfortunately due to issues in central
government, this got delay until 2021.

Plans are currently on going regarding developing the new unitary structure. There is a committee
with representatives from all local authorities and the county council working on this. Things are
moving ahead slowly and there’s somethings | don’t fully know yet as its still being worked on. This
includes all the different services, budgets etc. Contracts are also being investigated such as the
highways etc. to make sure they can be picked up by the new unitary, once in place.

In Northampton, to make sure this town has a good voice during the process, one thing that we
looking to create is a town parish council. It is currently in consultation, but if successful, it helps
protect certain things in Northampton such as the mayoralty etc. the police is also looking to change
their mapping and boundaries, to help it fall in line with the new unitary.

PW-Can you explain the difference between the governance and running the smaller town/parish
councils.

PL-They will all have the same powers as rules to follow set by centre government. There will be a
slight rise in council tax, but this means the extra money that is generated will be spent in the areas
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in came from. This helps to keep a direct investment within that area.

PW-Is there a contingency plan, come the new unitary, if an area hasn’t settled well within its new
parish.

PL-There is an external body that we are working with regarding setting up new parishes. They will
help with the development of the local parish clerk officers, structure etc. | believe they will be able
to help in big way.

MT-Will grants be continuing from the local authority in the same way the borough provides a grant
system now?

PH-I'm not sure right now but it is something that will be investigated as we know how important it
is to support local community groups and organisations.

PW-In terms of the support and services we have now, do you see anything that needs to change
with this new focus and new change that looks at the needs of the community across the near area.

PL-First off, we need to get the governance right. Without this it will be hard to structure and
priorities the support system. To help structure this, we will be having input from all districts and
borough. One all this is in place we will be able to see what can be improved or what needs to
continue.

PW-What happens to the current councillors and elected members?

PL-They will be in post until the end of March this year, before the next general election.

5. COMMUNITY NEWS EXCHANGE

PW-as a new member, Nana would you like to tell us more about your organisation.

NH-I’'m from the Salifu Dagarti Foundation. We provide family support for those who are suffering
from mental health. We work on a few projects in the community such as supporting people around
isolation, including the elderly. We also run a youth club. We try to link them as well such as having
the youth group come and provide support to the elderly. Our youth group is very diverse, and we
look to raise awareness around racism with them. We also promote the effects of issues around
social media such as bullying by encouraging people to talk it.

PW This all sounds brilliant! What is the age range with your youth group and how many do you
have attended?

NH They range from 10 to 17 and we average 20 children.
PW Where does the youth group meet?

NH Either at lings or Weston Favel. When starting the youth group we found it difficult to get
numbers not because of the children, but because of the parents. Parents are scared for there
children so worry when they want to go to new things.

Other community news

CB-There is grant funding available from the police for community groups. lll share the link with
Jamie for him to share. Also, there is a new crime prevention link that again Ill share to Jamie.
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Action JW to share information to the Diverse Forum.

One final thing, Chinese New Year event is being held at the deco theatre. We also have holocaust
Memorial Day coming up here at the Guildhall.

MT-Still progressing in my roll, I'm trying to go out and meet with as many groups as | can within
Northampton, so | would like to come up and meet Nana and see where we can work with them
and support them.

JG- From the start of February to the end of the month we have a play called “Alone in Berlin”,
which is a thrilling true story of which | encourage you to get involved in. Also in June we have the
carnival, the theme is “around the world in carnival festivals”. The carnival website is
www.northamptoncarnival.co.uk. Application forms are available through the website, so we are
encouraging people to start applying now

JW-to share the forums calendar and bring leaflets too all future forums

6. DIVERSE FORUM-FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS

PW-To ask Phil Larratt to come and provide further update around unitary.
JW-Windrush event-planning update

JW-To get one of the chaplains to attend from either the saints, cobblers or county ground.

7. DATE OF NEXT MEETING
19th March-11am-1pm in the Godwin Room, Guildhall.

The meeting concluded at Time Not Specified
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